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T
wenty-eight years ago, on 13
September, 88 innocent civil-
ians, including a multitude of
women and children, were

gruesomely murdered near Tamei in
Tamenglong district. On the same day,
three men from Nungthut in Tameng-
long district and 17 villagers from
Santing were also murdered, making it
108 people in total. It is the highest
number of people murdered in a sin-
gle day in modern Manipur history.

They were killed not because
they had committed a crime or dis-
obeyed a diktat but because they
belonged to a particular ethnic group.
Yet no criminal case was registered
against the perpetrators. The stark
ethnic cleansing campaign cost more
than a thousand innocent lives and
more than 100,000 people were inter-
nally displaced in 1993.

Blood-soaked harvest season
It was a time when the summer

heat had slowly faded, and the much-
awaited autumn of 1993 was at hand
in the Jampi area in the far North-
western hills of Manipur bordering
Nagaland. For jhumias in the Jampi
hills, and elsewhere, it was not only

the arrival of a pleasant season but
also when the fruits of hard labour
were harvested for the first time in the
year with gladness and merrymaking
filling villages.

The anticipation for autumn was
short-lived, particularly for the vil-
lagers of Joupi and Janglenphai, as
conflicts between the Kukis and
Nagas were brewing in other parts of
the state. A “quit notice” was served
by the Naga Lim Guard, a proxy
armed group of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah),
in the first week of September 1993.
Dated 3 September, it informed all
Kuki villagers of Tamenglong district
“to leave the land within 10 (ten) days
w.e.f. the receive (sic) of this ultima-
tum”. It also warned that “failing to
comply this ultimatum we will not be
responsible for the dired conse-
quences (sic)”. The notice was also
marked as “most urgent” in an addi-
tional handwritten note.

The Jampi area in the northern
part of the present Tamenglong dis-
trict served as a buffer during early
British colonial rule. While writing the
ethnography of the Angami Nagas,
John Henry Hutton mentions how the
Katcha Nagas invited the Kukis to
defend them, “The Kacha Naga vil-

lages had begun to call in Kukis to
defend them against raiders from
Khonoma (Angamis), which main-
tained a fluctuating suzerainty over
the Kacha Naga villages”.

Alexander Mackenzie’s “Memo-
randum on the North-East Frontier of
Bengal” of 1869, which is largely
regarded as “an authoritative histori-
cal source” today on the relations of
the British colonial government with
the hill tribes of the North-east fron-
tier, also mentions something similar
on the role of Kukis during colonial
rule. He reported that the Kukis
“...were ready at once to avenge an
inroad, and, using bows and arrows
instead of spears, were much respect-
ed even by the Angamis. Before the
establishment of the Naga Hills Dis-
trict, proposals were frequently made
to utilise these Kookies as a buffer or
screen between our more timid sub-
jects and the Angamis”. Angami raids
stopped after the settlement of Kukis
in the buffer areas, and it not only
gave a reality check to the British but
also several tribes around the “Anga-
mi country”.

Coming back to 1993, according
to the Naga Lim Guard’s diktat, vil-
lagers of Joupi and Janglenphai left
what had been their homes for gener-

ations. On the way to Sadar Hills, they
were intercepted near Tamei and the
captors let loose a reign of terror. The
villagers were massacred because
they happened to be Kukis. This hated
ethnic identity is not a creation by
themselves but given by the British
for classification and easier gover-
nance. The Naga Lim Guard gave
itself carte blanche to decide who
lived or died and in what manner.

The contributions of those set-
tled in the buffer areas, which
stopped raiding and enslaving in the
North-western hills of Manipur and
brought about peace and order, were
hardly ever recognised. But the lin-
gering remnants of Jadonang’s “Naga
raj” where, as Robert Reid reported
while he was the Governor of Assam,
“he would overthrow the existing
(British) administration and enable
them to take revenge on the hated
Kukis” seemed eventually realised.

Survivors & the longing for peace
Today, survivors of the Tamei

massacre, and other related mass
killings, live a life of trauma — alone
and unhealed. The world of those
who escaped the massacre at Tamei
fell apart as they lost everything,
including their beloved land, which

housed the village and their shelters
for more than a century. The memo-
ries of the trauma will not fade in
their lifetimes.

Some survivors bear the scars of
machete attacks, while some moth-
ers live with the memory of their
babies being thrown into the air to fall
onto the blades of spears. During the
25th year of the incident in 2018, sur-
vivors gathered to share their trau-
matic experiences. A quinquagenari-
an, who escaped the execution,
expressed his inability to forget how
his elder brother was butchered on
that fateful night; the screams, blood-
shed and wailing continue to haunt
him. Another mother from Jampi vil-
lage narrated the ordeal of how she
could not save her child when the
attackers found out that he was a boy.
He was stabbed to death in front of
her eyes.

Ethno-territorial movements in
the North-east often produce con-
flicts between ethnic groups in which
innocent people pay the price of
being grouped and categorised within
a given ethnic identity. Since late
1995, Kukis have been observing
“Sahnit-Ni”, a traditional rite or black
day, on 13 September every year.

The lingering ethnophobia can be
reduced through certain political
interventions. And indeed, both Kuki
and Naga insurgent groups are cur-
rently engaging with the Centre to
bring about acceptable solutions.
Apart from certain forms of autono-
my, there is also a need to give excep-
tional Constitutional treatment to
bring lasting peace and thereby ensure
democratic rights to both electorates.

The exceptional Constitutional
arrangement is to bifurcate the Outer
Manipur Parliamentary constituency
or add another Parliamentary con-
stituency, from the hill areas, into the
North and South Manipur Parliamen-
tary constituencies. Such a political
arrangement for the area can reduce
the quinquennial struggle where the
salience of ethnicity was reinforced
by conflicts between the two groups
during each past election. It is only
through the said arrangement that
deepening of democracy can happen
where individual rights are ensured
otherwise ethnic voting or cross-eth-
nic voting will be at full play and
enforced by different entities.

The Kuki Inpi Manipur, an apex
body of the Kukis, have demanded
that the NSCN-IM, being perpetrators
of the massacre, should formally
apologise for their crimes and per-
form the Kuki customary rite “Tol-
theh”, or the practice of cleansing the
house for shedding blood and pay
“Luongman”, an ex gratia for the
deaths. They are, however, unaccept-
able to the NSCN-IM as they refuse
to apologise. And therefore, the long,
lingering observance of “Sahnit-Ni”
will continue.

The survivors of the Tamei mas-
sacre cannot overcome their trauma
even after 28 years of the tragic inci-
dent. It will linger in their memory —
a memory of hate and murder, of los-
ing their loved ones and homes,
which cannot be erased by any
inducement.

The writer is assistant professor, Centre for
the Study of Law and Governance, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi
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I
t was the golden jubilee celebra-
tion of the first Indian ascent of
Mount Everest. Organised on 20
May 2003 by the Indian Moun-

taineering Foundation, the apex body
of mountaineering and allied adven-
ture programmes in India, then Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee was also
present for the function at Vigyan
Bhavan in New Delhi. In that meet-
ing, Vajpayee announced the forma-
tion of a national level-institute to
provide training for adventure sports
and other such activities. The seed
was planted then but it finally took
shape 10 years later.

On 30 May 2013, the National
Institute of Mountaineering and Allied
Sports, or Nimas, was born in Dirang
Dzong in Arunachal Pradesh. It oper-
ates under the Union ministry of
defence and is the only national insti-
tute across the country mandated to
conduct courses and expeditions in
the fields of land, air and water. Union
defence minister Rajnath Singh is the
president of Nimas while Arunachal
Pradesh chief minister Pema Khandu
is the vice-president.

Nimas operates under the watch-
ful eyes of Colonel Saffraz Singh, a
seasoned paratrooper, mountaineer
and adventure activist of internation-
al standing. He is also a rafting and
skydiving expert. The institute has
launched numerous expeditions to

the Arunachal Himalayas and Mount
Everest as well.

For a long time, those peaks in
Arunachal Pradesh were out of
bounds for civilian climbers, consid-
ering China is next door. In 1962, the
Chinese had swept across the region
occupying Dirang Dzong for a while
before pulling back past Bum La, the
area where the McMahon Line is said
to exist.

The peaks in the region where the
Tricolour has been hoisted require
highly technical climbing and they
constitute the Gori Chen Group, com-
prising the Main (6,448 metres), East
(6,222 m), West (6,383 m) and South
(6,247 m) peaks. Gori Chen is also
called “Sa Nga Phu” which roughly
translates into “abode of the guardian
deity”, and in 2017, the institute had
placed several climbers atop it.
Numerous other unclimbed peaks are
also in the region and they include
Kangto (7,090 m), Nyegi Kangsang
(7,050 m), Chomo (6,878 m) and
Takpa Shiri (6,665 m).

The most noteworthy feather in
the cap of Nimas was the first Indian
ascent of Kangto-6 (6,020 m). There
was no known official record of any
attempt by anyone on the Kangto
massif. In September-October 2019,
the institute launched with a team
comprising extremely tough climbers
and adequate technical knowhow.
Colonel Singh himself led from the
front and after a gruelling one-and-a-

half-month-long ordeal, the team was
able to place a record 30 climbers atop
Kangto-6.

The second assault came a year
later in 2020 when another 41
climbers scaled the peak. The assault
on Mt Everest was launched in 2018
and the team led, by Colonel Singh,
put six climbers atop the highest
mountain on Earth, including the
leader himself.

Besides mountain climbing,
Nimas organises various other expe-
ditions including mountain terrain
biking, or MTB. In 2018, the institute
had flagged off such an expedition
comprising 14 riders from across
India who set off from Bomdila to
Bum La, covering approximately 300
kilometres in areas with altitudes
ranging from 12,000 to 15,000 feet
above mean sea level.

Thereafter, in 2019-20, it also
organised a four-nation MTB expedi-
tion starting from Manipur. It tra-
versed the whole of Myanmar, Thai-
land, Malaysia and Singapore, cover-
ing around 4,000 kms in 40 days. It
culminated at the Indian National
Army Marker in Singapore on 23 Janu-

ary 2020.
On the other hand, in November-

December 2020, Nimas rafted some
720 kms of riverine surface across all
the major rivers of Arunachal Pradesh,
namely Kameng, Dibang, Nao-Dihing,
Lohit, Sunashri, Siyom and Siyang.
Apart from that, a joint Indo-Bhutan
white water rafting expedition was
also launched in 2018 covering a
length of 131 kms.

Spread across 40 acres atop a
hillock, Nimas imparts training in 20
fields of mountaineering and other
adventure activities. In mountaineer-
ing itself it provides basic and
advanced, search and rescue, and
method of instruction courses. In
MTB also, Nimas has both basic and
advanced courses. When it comes to
water sports, the institute offers basic
and intermediate courses in white
water rafting; basic and advanced
scuba modules alongside rescue diver
and scuba combined courses.

In the air, it imparts training in
basic, advanced and combined
paragliding, and also paramotoring at
both the basic and advanced levels.
Nimas has mountaineering expedi-

tion courses where trainees learn at
altitudes above 6,000 m along with
MTB cum trekking training as well as
a rafting expedition course.

Apart from Nimas, Arunachal
Pradesh already has the world record
holder of the highest number of
ascents by a woman on Mt Everest in
the form of Anshu Jamseppa, the
gutsy Monpa lady from Bomdila. She
has scaled the tallest peak in the world
five times, including a double ascent
within a week.

Romeo Meitei, who now teaches
in Manipur University and was for-
merly associated with the department
of adventure of the Arunachal Pradesh
government, had been involved with
Nimas since its inception. He said that
the institute needs to reserve some
seats for youngsters from the North-
east as courses are now booked way
ahead on an all-India basis.

All said and done, the dreams of
Vajpayee have come true and the
North-east has another destination for
visitors.

The writer is the Imphal-based Special
Representative of The Statesman

CM helpline

Tripura chief minister Biplab Kumar Deb
has launched a helpline to receive and
address citizens’ grievances. The
helpline, which has the code number
1905, is a dedicated call centre where
people would be able to record their
grievances. It will then refer the same to
the departments concerned through an
integrated task monitoring system, offi-
cials said. The departmental nodal offi-
cer will receive tasks from the CM
helpline and he will take necessary
action to address them or transfer it to
field level officers for its addressal in a
time-bound manner, they said.

After launching the helpline, Deb
said on social media, “This helpline will
connect me directly with the people of
Tripura and I am sure I will be just a call
away from solving all their problems.”
Officials said that once the grievance has
been addressed, it will be updated in the
CM helpline and the supervisor will call
up the person and inform him/her of the
action taken by the department. If the
person is satisfied, the call will be closed,
but if he/she is not, then the grievance
will be sent again to the department
concerned for necessary action within
the stipulated time.

Citizens’ grievance redressal
through the helpline will be regularly
monitored by the chief minister’s office.
The CM helpline is integrated with the
emergency response support system of
the police department. In the case of any
emergency call, the CM helpline will
transfer it immediately to the ERSS and
they will follow up, officials said. People
will be able to contact the CM helpline
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on all working days.
It will be later upgraded to a 24x7 toll
free helpline number based on the
response. Dedicated manpower would
be hired for smooth operation of the
helpline, officials said.

— PTI

Facial recognition

Assam Electronics Development Corpo-
ration Limited has joined hands with a
high-profile Israeli company, to estab-
lish a strong facial recognition technolo-
gy development and services portfolio
along with setting up a facial recogni-
tion centre of excellence at Guwahati
tech city.

The Assam government undertak-
ing, which functions as the nodal agency
of the information technology depart-
ment for implementing various projects
in the state, with I-Sec as its exclusive
strategic partner, recently signed a tri-
partite memorandum of understanding
with the Israel-based Corsight AI. It has
expertise on creating facial recognition
technology with higher speed, accuracy
and privacy.

With this collaboration, Amtron
aspires to provide facial recognition ser-
vices, capacity development, research
and skilling services to the Union gov-
ernment, state governments, their allied
organisations and public sector under-
takings following a rapidly evolving
demand for facial recognition technol-
ogy in the country. Similarly, I-Sec con-
tinues to offer state-of-the-art emerging
technologies and solutions for various
sectors from defence to space.

“We are proud to be working with
Amtron and I-Sec, as we roll out the
most advanced facial recognition tech-
nology across the nation, to protect the
public from harm and also improve
security and safety,” said Corsight AI
chief executive officer Rob Watts. He said
that Corsight AI software is recognised
in the Western world, as the market
leader for both speed and accuracy, but
also for privacy and ethical standards.

Amtron managing director M K
Yadava said that there are lots of privacy-
related issues to be addressed in day-to-
day functioning of the government. He
said that with this alliance, the defence
and aviation sector in India would be
highly benefited as a major change in
secured data privacy models with 
integration of robust technologies is
coming up.

— Nava Thakuria
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The Tricolour with the Nimas flag atop a peak.

Memories of the gruesome Tamei massacre haven�t faded for the
Kukis as they continue to observe a traditional rite every year until
the crime is resolved according to their customary laws

Lingering trauma of a
black September

The National Institute of
Mountaineering and Allied Sports
in Arunachal Pradesh is without
equal across the country
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